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Through all the summer of 1923 the delegates haggled
and quarrelled until in late July the Turks had obtained
ninety per cent, of their demands, and with a sigh of
relief the peace was signed and the delegates hurried
away. In the face of all Asia watching, Europe had been
humbled by Turkish evasion, obstruction and defiance ;
and all across the world enemies made a note of these
things.
One incident occurred that showed to what a state
the might of Europe had sunk. Early in the summer
M. Venizelos had been called to look to Greek interests.
He realized the deadlock in the Conference and proposed
to make a separate and good treaty with the Turks and
to demobilize at once. The Allies sternly forbade this
and, while France haggled for her money and England
held fast for barren Mosul, Greece had to wait fully
armed and bankrupt. She was the only force at the
disposal of the Allies. However much they might have
disagreed with Mr. Lloyd George, all the Allies were
once more utilizing the Greeks for their own ends.
The bargaining was at an end. On the 24th of July
1923 the peace was signed. From the point of view
of the victors of the Great War it was a humiliating
peace, but it marked an epoch in history. The Turks
had forced the Allies, against their wishes, to recognize
facts. It legalized much that already existed. It
contained few great ideals or sentimental clauses.
It proclaimed the death of the Ottoman Empire and
the new divisions into which that monstrous and
cumbrous body had already adjusted itself. The vast
Arab lands went their own way. Turkish rights in